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“A wonderful school with the  
happiest children I have seen!”

King’s School Gloucester has a truly rich history. We can trace our 
beginnings to at least 1072, when Abbot Serlo arrived to find two monks 
instructing eight boys in the Cathedral cloisters. After the dissolution of 
the monasteries, Henry VIII founded our School as one of the seven new 
prestigious schools attached to English Cathedrals. We are proud of our 
historic heritage, whilst at the same time dedicated to equipping children 
with the skills and confidence to succeed in the modern world. 
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As Gloucester’s Cathedral School, we place tremendous value 
on our heritage and traditions. Every day we are inspired by 
one of the most beautiful medieval Cathedrals in England; 
holding our morning assemblies in the Chapter House and our 
services in its Nave.

Our history and surroundings are wonderful, but King’s can 
provide something even more valuable – a love of learning. We 
do this by providing stimulating and engaging lessons and also by 
enabling children to pursue their personal interests – the range 
of co-curricular activities we provide is both varied and enriching.

While we celebrate individual talent and excellence, pupils of all 
ages have a very strong sense of community and soon become 
supportive team members. This blend of personal achievement 
and team spirit is one of the defining qualities of King’s. 

Growing up can be challenging. Consequently, we ensure that 
the quality of our pastoral care matches the high quality of our 
teaching. We work in close partnership with parents to create 
a secure environment where children of all abilities will thrive 
and be happy.

Perhaps one of the best endorsements of our approach is the 
fact that so many parents entrust the whole of their children’s 
pre-school, primary and secondary education to King’s – from 
the age of three all the way through to 18.

You can read more about us in these pages and on our website, 
but there is nothing better than seeing a school in action and 
we never tire of showing off the School we are so proud of. I 
hope, therefore, that one day soon I will have the pleasure of 
welcoming you and your child to King’s for a visit.

Anne Haas

Head of King’s Junior School 
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Welcome to King’s Junior School
Defining the essence of a school in just a few paragraphs is far from 
easy, and this is especially true of King’s as it has so much to offer 
children as they begin their exciting journey in education.

“We work with parents to create a 
secure environment where children  

of all abilities can thrive...”
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A child’s early learning experience is vitally important because 
it lays the foundation for everything that follows. We encourage 
children to learn through discovery, creating structured 
experiences and fun activities that tap into their natural 
fascination with the world.

The Early Years provides the opportunity to learn more about 
the world through Forest School, which gives our children the 
chance to experience an array of fantastic outdoor spaces. 
Weekly trips go off to sites that range from Crickley Hill 

Country Park to the Forest of Dean, and not forgetting our 
very own pond and secret garden right here at the School.

The Early Years is based in a dedicated centre with its own 
facilities. Spacious and well-equipped, it provides a safe, secure 
and friendly environment where even the youngest child will 
soon feel at home.  

In common with the whole of King’s, we maintain a high ratio of 
well-qualified teaching and support staff to pupils. This means 

we can provide the individual attention and assurance that is so 
essential for children to socialise and build their confidence.

We take particular care to prepare pupils for their move to the 
Senior School, ensuring their world grows as they do. Children 
in the younger classes, for example, are assigned ‘reading 
buddies’ from the upper year groups, helping them to get used 
to the company of older peers. Older children attend specialist 
workshops in the Senior School and are taught by Senior 
School staff.
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Bright Beginnings
To ensure our youngest pupils get the best start, we provide an 
educational home-from-home.
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“We encourage children to learn  
through discovery, creating structured  

experiences and fun activities that  
tap into their natural fascination...”
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High academic standards across all subjects are commonplace at 
King’s. A high proportion of our pupils achieve scholarships into 
our Senior School in a range of different subjects. By the time 
they leave Junior School, they are well-equipped to handle the 
Senior curriculum.

Effective learning only happens when pupils are thoroughly 
engaged in their lessons. Our highly competent and inventive 
teachers know how to capture and retain children’s attention and 

involvement. With our small class sizes, they also have the time 
to stretch the talented and give extra support when needed.

Personal development starts early at King’s. Every pupil has 
a Keystones* portfolio in which they keep a record of their 
achievements – whether these are academic, pastoral,  
co-curricular or outside of school. This helps children, teachers 
and parents to recognise talent and track progress towards 
individual goals.

We take full advantage of having Senior School expertise 
and facilities on site. For example, children with a talent for 
mathematics attend advanced classes given by specialist Senior 
School teachers. Our most advanced readers can also use the 
Senior School Library and receive guidance from its librarians.

* Please see our dedicated Keystones booklet.

Engaged in Learning
We have a simple yet effective approach to academic work: the more 
our pupils enjoy their studies, the better their performance.

“An outstanding school!  
They give each individual  

child an opportunity to reach 
their full potential.”
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We continue to educate the Choristers and Junior School boys 
can audition to join the Cathedral Choir as probationers from the 
age of seven. If they go on to become Choristers, they will sing at 
Cathedral services and prestigious events throughout the year, a 
tradition that stretches back almost 1,000 years.

It is not only our young Choristers who benefit from King’s 
commitment to music. We believe it offers wider benefits for all 
our pupils: helping with languages, reasoning, creativity, teamwork, 
discipline and much more. Every class has two weekly music 
lessons given by the Head of Music for Junior School; typical 
activities include singing, appraising, composing and performing.

Junior School has a well-equipped music room and around 
three-quarters of all children learn at least one instrument – some 
starting lessons as early as five years old. Pupils enjoy learning 
as individuals or in a group and we have our own Junior School 
Orchestra along with ensembles for strings, woodwind and brass.

There are plenty of opportunities for our young musicians to 
perform in front of an audience. For example, the girls and boys 
of our Junior Choir sing at morning assemblies, Harvest Festival, 
the Christmas Carol Service, and Candlemas – often in the 
magnificent surroundings of the Cathedral.
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Sounds Perfect
Given our proud history as a Choir School, music making is an 
essential and hugely enjoyable part of King’s life.

“After his first day at King’s 
Junior School , William greeted 
us with a huge smile. We knew 
straight away that we had  

made the right choice.”
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“King’s is a wonderful school where nobody is the same,
unless you count everybody being amazing!”
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King’s children get their first taste of performing from the age of 
three in the Nativity play, which is staged in the ancient Chapter 
House. All younger pupils appear in the summer production 
which has presented shows such as Dumble the Dinosaur and 
Rumble in the Jungle to audiences of appreciative parents.

As they progress through Junior School, the opportunities to 
study and perform drama and dance continue to grow, with both 
subjects being taught by specialist teachers. Older children take 
part in an annual large-scale production, usually supported by 
younger children in the chorus. Previous shows have included 
Oliver, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The Wizard of Oz.

In common with music, the arts of drama and dance bring 
wider advantages: building children’s confidence by facing an 
audience, improving memory through learning lines or steps, 
and developing the many teamwork skills needed to stage a 
production. We often use drama as a learning tool, increasing 
pupils’ understanding of topics such as the First World War.

Not all performances are drama-based. Teachers also encourage 
pupils to give talks on subjects of personal interest at School 
Assemblies. From bell-ringing to steam trains, the variety and 
depth of our pupils’ expertise continues to surprise.

Making an Entrance
Drama and dance provide children with a powerful means of 
expression and often bring out hidden talents.
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We teach expressive Art and Design Technology from the Early 
Years through to Year 6, stimulating learning by encouraging 
children to explore and experiment with colour, texture, shape, 
media and design.

The visual arts are particularly good at developing pupils’ higher 
order thinking skills, such as analysis, evaluation and the creation 
of new knowledge. These in turn help to develop critical thinking 
and problem-solving abilities – both of which can be applied to any 
other type of study.

Children work on tasks independently, learning about self-
motivation and discipline; and also collaboratively, working on 
extended projects as part of a team and learning the delicate arts 
of diplomacy and group decision-making.

Along with the opportunity to study a variety of art and design 
work, where possible we also arrange for children to meet some 
of the practitioners concerned. This often helps to inspire and 
enthuse our young pupils, spurring them to achieve even greater 
creative heights.

Junior School pupils benefit from the outstanding Art and Design 
Technology facilities that are on site in the Senior School, and enjoy 
activities that range from crafting photo frames in the workshops 
to making chocolate bars in the cookery suite.
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Creating an Impression
Our pupils’ vibrant and thoughtful art and design skills are evident 
throughout the School.
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“I like school more  
  than anything...”
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“At King’s, no matter how old you are or smart you are or even good 
at sport, you can always get help and everyone supports you.”
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As with any other subject, the way children are introduced to 
sport and PE can influence their attitude to it for years – perhaps 
for life. So we are careful to ensure we provide a wide and 
attractive choice of sporting activities together with excellent 
teaching and facilities.

Junior School children benefit from PE and Games sessions 
throughout the week and start to play competitive sports from 
the age of eight. Our standard programme includes hockey, 
rugby, cricket, rounders, netball, tennis, athletics, football and 
swimming. We also offer less-traditional sports in our  
activities programme.

Our staff, who are qualified specialists in PE and Games, teach 
across both Junior and Senior Schools. Many also work with 
external sports clubs and so have the coaching expertise and 
professional links that can help talented pupils fulfil their potential 
as part of our dedicated Talented Sports Programme. Importantly, 
they are equally skilled at encouraging children who may not be 
natural sports enthusiasts.

We provide plenty of opportunities for our pupils to participate in 
competitive and team sports: through our internal House system 
and our busy fixtures list, which sees many King’s successes at local, 
county and national level.

Enjoying Sport
Sport at King’s is not only fun, it helps to build skills, fitness and 
resilience along with many other personal qualities.
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In line with our aim to instil a love of learning, we offer a 
wonderfully rich and varied extra-curricular programme that 
enables pupils to discover and explore their personal talents and 
interests. This is hugely beneficial. Not only do children have fun, 
they gain a powerful sense of curiosity to find out more about the 
world around them. 

Being situated in the beautiful Cotswolds allows us to regularly 
take our children out into the countryside to experience nature 
first hand. For example, trips to Over Farm allow children to 
learn about where their food comes from and gives them the 
opportunity to interact with animals.

Music-related activities abound with Junior School Orchestra 
practice, Recorder Club, and Chorister Theory sessions. 
Theatre is well represented with a weekly Drama Club and 
many opportunities to perform on stage.

Sporting clubs are hugely popular in Junior School and include 
a variety of lunchtime and after-school activities such as mixed 
football, High Five Netball and Zumba Kids. For those who are 
interested in the creative, we offer craft clubs, poetry competitions 
and cookery classes to name a few.

An extra-curricular highlight for many children is the annual Year 
6 Isle of Wight Residential trip, which is run at the end of the 
Summer Term. The trip offers a chance for our pupils who have 
reached the end of their time in Junior School to experience a new 
environment and get a taste for the residential trips that are to 
come in Senior School.
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An Extra Dimension
King’s exciting range of extra-curricular activities helps children 
learn about themselves as well as the world.

“ There are a range of different 
clubs every day, like tennis, chess 

and VRQ.“
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King’s renowned pastoral care system has an inbuilt advantage 
– our small class sizes mean that class teachers can get to know 
their pupils as individuals. This insight allows our staff to detect any 
emotional difficulties at an early stage and take supportive action 
to resolve them – often in partnership with parents.

Class teachers take day-to-day responsibility for pastoral care, with 
the Deputy Head overseeing the whole care system. However, all 
staff work as a team and meet regularly to discuss any concerns 
they may have about individual pupils.

In addition, our Welfare Officer, together with our highly trained 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator, not only take care of first 
aid and illness but are also mindful of any underlying problems. We 
work hard to ensure that children know there are always adults 
they can turn to if something is worrying them.

A sound moral ethos underpins our School’s happy atmosphere. 
Good behaviour is expected and we emphasise traditional values of 
respect for others, good manners and humility. Our House system 
also plays an important part, fostering responsibility, community 
spirit and a sense of belonging.
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Friends for Life
Children need to feel happy 
and secure in order to thrive at 
school, which is why we give 
pastoral care a high priority.

“I’ve made lots of friends here  
 and they’re all really nice.”
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Throughout their time in Junior School children are given the 
opportunity to become familiar with our Senior School. For 
example, they will often have lessons or activities in the Senior 
classrooms and will interact with Senior School teachers in subjects 
such as Science, Art, Design and Technology, Music and Games.

Consequently, when pupils make the transition into the First 
Form, they feel comfortable and look forward to ‘moving up’ 
with the firm friends they have made in Junior School along with 
the pupils that join King’s from many other schools. Being able 
to settle-in quickly and easily is particularly important at this 
sensitive point in children’s lives.

Come and see us...
You are always most welcome to visit King’s, speak to our staff and 
see at first hand what we have to offer.

To arrange a visit, please contact the Registrar on 01452 337337  
or registrar@thekingsschool.co.uk.
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From Junior to Senior...
Many King’s Junior School pupils will progress at eleven-plus into our 
Senior School and we make this transition as smooth as possible.
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